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THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL
On the Stanley Industrial Alliance
Stage, Granville at 12th, to Nov. 26
Tickets $27 to $51, call 604-280-
3311 or 604-687-1644
BY PETER BIRNIE
VANCOUVER SUN

From curtain-up to curtain
call, The School for Scandal
offers a glorious orgy of fun.
Pretty as a picture, this rich
romp through snobby salons
of 18th-century London has

hit written all over it.

Director Dean Paul Gibson
starts the show in his charac-
teristic cheeky fashion.
Richard Brinsley Sheridan
didn t write The School for
Scandal to open with slip-
pery Lady Sneerwell (Jen-
nifer Clement) and her sleazy
sidekick, Snake (Eric Davis),
discussing a poison-pen cam-
paign while engaged in loud
and rigorous carnal pleasure.
In fact, such a spirited sex
scene is out of sync with the
much more subtle sensibili-
ties of English theatre s com-
edy of manners.

But the moans and screams
and pulling up of big, baggy
bloomers are relatively brief,
and Gibson then gets right
into the whole point of this
classic: verbal volleys of deli-
ciously dense text, delivered
by a great cast in gorgeous
costumes.

By the time it was over on
opening night, and no fewer
than 14 talented actors were
arrayed across the Stanley s
wide stage in a long line of
powdered wigs and buckled
shoes, | wanted to tease noto-
riously parsimonious Arts
Club Theatre artistic director
Bill Millerd for having had to
pay so many salaries.

Every penny worth it, Billy
boy. The Sneerwell/Snake
sex scene quickly segues into
a parlour party packed with
talent: Clement s Sneerwell
at full snarl, Wendy Gorling s

Lady Candour spewing gos-
sip with an almost desperate
breathiness, Christopher
Gaze as Mr. Crabtree and Joel
Wirkkunen as his nephew
Sir Benjamin Backbite
engaged in batting bitchy
bons mots back and forth.

Scott Bellis is hilarious as
the sanctimonious Joseph
Surface, as is Colin Heath as
his uncle, Sir Oliver. Heath,
having recently returned
from his work with Lord of
the Rings in Toronto, brings a
bit of his feisty physicality to
the role but keeps his eyes on
the prize  above all else,
crisp diction.

To that end, David Marr as
poor put-upon cuckold Sir
Peter Teazle and Mia K.
Ingimundson as his soon-to-
stray wife, Lady Teazle, are
absolutely at the top of their
form. One of their barbed
verbal battles is so perfectly
presented, | wanted to
applaud it right then and
there, but to be so brazen

would only keep me from
hearing more of their crystal-
clear grasp of Sheridan s
complex wordplay.

Central to the storm of gos-
sip is pretty Maria, and Ruth
Brown handles her small role
with grace.

Todd Thomson as profli-
gate Charles Surface felt just
a titch too modern in his
opening-night delivery, but
his forceful projections can
be easily modulated.

All the comedy unfolds on

a magnificent Ted Roberts
set, with galleries of gigantic,
misshapen gilt picture frames
acting as alleys of skewed
perspective for all the twist-
ed goings-on. Neil
Weisensel s spirited sound
design incorpo-
rates classical ele-
ments but is whol-
ly Gibsonian (yes,
Dean Paul has
earned that title)
in its smart sense
of goofiness.
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And, oh, the panoply of
fabrics, textures and colours
in Rebekka Sorensen s cos-
tume design. Here s where
the word orgy need not be
seen as sexual, for the sheer
sensuality of Sorensen s
parade of breeches, paniers,
flounces, bonnets, waist-
coats and walking sticks is
an eye-popping pleasure to
behold.

Let me close with this
warning, dear reader: Attend
to your ears before attending
The School for Scandal,
because those who cant or
won t listen closely will be
left behind in this wondrous
waltz of words.
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